settling
lawsuits

Fake-drug plaintiffs in 4
of 9 federal cases to be
paid; more deals likely

By MATT STILES
Staff Writer

The city of Dallas has agreed to
settle at least four of the nine fed-

eral civil-rights lawsuits stemming -

from the fake-drug secandal.

The monetary payouts to those
plaintiffs — four Hispanic men
falsely arrested in 2001 — were
not disclosed Tuesday. All of the
cases were scheduled for trials in
the next several months.

~ The ments are a signal
that most, if not all, of the remain-
ing lawsuits could soon be settled.
That would close another chapter
in the embarrassing 2001 scandal
in which more than two-dozen in-
nocent people went to jail based
on bogus drug evidence.

Court records show that settle-
ment talks continue in several of
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Dallas settles with 16 in fake drug frame-
ups

Two dozen sued city over bogus 2001 arrests
Friday, February 13, 2005 Posted: 5:30 PM EST (2230 GMT)

DALLAS, Texas (AP) - The city will
pay about $5.7 million to settle
lawsuits brought by 16 people who
were jailed after paid police
informants planted bogus drugs on
them, two attorneys said Friday.

The settlements, first reported by The
Dallas Moming News, cover more than half
of the 24 plaintiffs - mostly Mexican
immigrants -- who sued over the 2001
amests

Plaintiffs’ attorney Don Tittle said 12 of his 19 chients reached seftlements totaling about
24 5 million. Another plaintiffs’ attorney. Tony Wright. 2aid his four clients sattled for
about 51.2 million. The settlements ranged from $1.20,000 for a client who spent one
day in jail to $480,000 for a client jaled for months, he said.

City Attormney Madeleine Johnson did not immediately retum a call.

Informants planted packages of billiard chalk and other legal substances on people to
frame them.

Three informants went to federal prison in the scheme. At keast two former narcolics
officers have been charged. They are accused of evidence tampering.
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Bulk of jury decision
was for mental anguish
in phony setup
By ROBERT THARP
Statf Wrrie

Fezloral  jurors  doliberntnd

boul lour hows Poday before
vearding $406,500 1o a MH-year-
kil man falsely arvested by Dadlas
abies im the fake-dreg aeandal,

Theee bk of e awand was for,

1eninl angoish suffered by Al

MrdlasMNewsmnim

Santoe wler erveskod paolios irfor-
mants fabricated phooy drugs and
sct him up fior arvest in Juby 20601,
He wee jailed for nearly four
munths,

M. Santos’ atbormiy, Thn Tit-
i, srbd the judgment was “satisfiy-
ing” borawse the two sides had
fafled 'I:-I:rlﬁl.l'.i'.'.l.lln.n:l.'uptullle EILH
elary selilement that would have
avalicled a trial. Fle dectined to dis-
cuss how moch city officials had
affered M. Santos to scttle, but he
said it was significantly lower Uua
the amoanl e jury waarded,

Mr. Santos, wha moved to the
Usiiled Sizles with his  fmily
when he wasz [0 and was |:||:'F|-:|rr.r'r.|
tes Merion atter hit arrest, was onpe
of & handful of victims of the po-
Tice seanidal who did ot reach sel=
tlegsents with the cly. His is the
first of those cases to go befire a
Jur:,-'. g

The city has agroed o pay out
&0.70 milbon in settlements to 19
olber people wrongly arrested
during the seandal.

The city's price tag from the
Santos Jwdgment coold increase
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Man awarded $406,500 from fake-drug arrest

.-i.iEluljl;‘.L‘lL:}' i e -mnung'l.n.-uln.-:. fal remurioe feee while the o & iriad, |'i'.1n-g their Filth Amend-

As the lisser in the court battle, the
city will be romimd o peye M
Bantoe' begal frees, as well s those
of . eo-defendants Mark [wlapas
ingi] Eddelie Herrers, thie pofice offi-
eers who arrestod M Santog,
City officials could not be
reschad for comment late Pridoy
Exiddener in the trial mirromed
Blr. Deligsae's cruninal el eurlier
this year in which a jury eomdebed
hirm of Wing to 4 judge monder 1o
phitain a search warrant. He was
senbenced o fve yeam in prson

ander appel,

I Foring that erimvinal &rind, D
partiment uf Puldic '-'n:-;ﬁ-l;- imvrsli=
gaters whooondocted o probse into
the seandal described how Bl
of dimug busts described in My [e-
lapars reports were improbable
and that they beliowe Mr. Delapaz
Hed abowt key details in s arvest
reparis.

Mr, Delapaz amd former par-
ot dmamon onlbeagmes Mr: Her
rera, Daid Larsen and Jeffrey
Haywood mefused o testily in Lhe

nicht right against self-incrimin
ticn, ‘The officers’ former superv
. LI 5[:]. Tt :Il- f:l.ll:._':l'. -|L~--Llnriru-1
1o pestify;

Mr. Herrera, Mr, Tamen and
Mr. Haywond fpee sinte chorges
fisr thisr melis in the logus drig
eancs. Mo trinl dates hove been set
iis thise cases, Six copldential k-
formiants ane als Eeimg crimind
chiarges stemming from the scn-
dal.
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